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Introduction and Performance Notes
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This was a piano piece inspired by a phrase coined by Joseph Robson
to describe the policy of the Hudson's Bay Company (HBC) from its
foundation in 1670 until the establishment of its first inland post in
1774. Unlike the French who sent Coureurs des Bois inland to trade,

the HBC built posts on Hudson Bay and waited for the Indians to bring
furs to them. The decision to abandon this policy and move inland
gradually turned the HBC into an informal government for western

Canada and led ultimately to the confederation of western and eastern
Canada. The Robson quote seems to be "The Company has for eighty

years slept at the edge of a frozen sea”. | was inspired by the idea of a

Hudson's Bay voyager, sitting at the edge of their camp and staring out

into the vast icy expanse. In the first movement, all is calm, but in the
second movement, the icy environment begins to make the voyager
shiver, and the shivers turn into pain. Please note that the chords in

the second movement cannot be played as palm chords, but in its
exact voicing.
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Asleep by the Frozen Sea

Movement 1 - Ice View Matthew Cline
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